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MONKEY BUSINESS

PUPPETS; DEUNKEM TEDDY BEARS AND
THE FUTURE OF 8sAUSICVWIDEDS

ROGE EILGE: |MACE

The Wllewes are mlid-song, and Taben Seymou, 2 2B-year-old sl
wides dirsctar clad in lumberack plaid, & krsaling, with one 2em alodt,
im the center of the cowded dance ficar 5t Cinespace in Holhwood, He's
surranded by i mass of bouncing girks is dkivery |eans, and slipped over
his rmaised arm & a dog-sannd puppet samed M Monkey The pappet
gring snd waves and does & jig with Ace Norton, & twsen by-Faur-yaar-obd
riarsie widhier dlmctaor weivo B also, insthdantalty, weaing lumbe|ack plaid,

“Ths sag i far ore of our favanite bays, Toben Seymaun” says Bichie
tames Fellin, lead singer of The Wilowsz. And & couple of funes ke "This
e 15 Fior Rir Bre Morbon,” The (rgwd cheers.

The plaid issivsithstanding, there's 4 easnn for §hee shout-outs. Babvween
{nem, Seyriaur 30 Morton have directed neany forty videcs for the
vieari af the ndie ¢ iopr Death Cab for Cotee, Meory Blorde, The Zounces.
#Aickey Avalon, The Faint, Poey Up, The Teddyhears and Tahitl £, among
cthers, including teso apiee Tor The Wilows. H's beer 3 grasools effort,
wilh prajecl budgets aften bopping e at e hundeed doltas

Saymour and Korton mek as film students at B Linhers ity of Sauthern
Califorria, and wilh several friends, Farmed theirown upstart production
o pany, Commandee Working out of Norban®s Baidranm, they began
rectacting bands and pibchig iceas for masicwdecs. Eventualhy the pair
faune USC limifirg, and Morton drapped autand took o pol 85 8 busboy
im Wenice Bieach,

iwas starsing but | knew peopke who knes some hands, and | met s
hand called soddeon and did 2 stop-motion videa S (k. Nortan saps,
referring to a bechnaque Lred 10 make stakic images app2ar makile, After
diired rore stopemokion el videas for Smoosh and Everylody
Clse, The Faint came calling, The sulsaquent video for Desperate Guys,”
o F The Eamit 5 W Frioen Sith, I:.:I'Jgrll. kg ey ot Ceonges Bermidnn, who
.igned hire to Michel Gondry's pioductian Cirijany, Partizan,

1 cauld feel Ais passion foe making images, far pictanirg 3 youth calture
putside nhwious sl=eolypes,” Brrmann sy, Thene was a great fesing

of Treedor, youth and sebelion * Befane long. Marion was dircting videcs
éap Dealh Cah and Morah kones. He's ciree hecame ane of Lhe poungsst
direclors ever indiached info the Diiectors Guild of America

Morton, 3 2= F-dese ribad “nensus wreck,” gresw ug in Wenice, where he

stili liwes, rentig (he Bottem flaor of his parent’s Frank Celing designed
oot e home, He wears &0 cversieed ruloy class ring he bought at a
garage sale for fen dollarms, s his Iving ranm is adaned sk @i
strange accoutrements, ingluding @ stutfed mankey—unsuipeiving, ghven
the s higwias sccentrciy of hisvidees (hiak giark clodks and drunken
teddy bears | THetn's alsea postic sensiniity at wark, seen i b stiring
images of affection and lass in his“La Ritounelle® video for SebasLi
Teller, o the aren alad Biokan Fe=art in Death Cak's "Someeday You Wil

Ao Loved.”

denee Blorton w sy, Sepridur d more reseryed, albeit just 2 guine, He's
prere ba waaring suspenders, and e in an apartment full of handmade
nuprele 3 few blocks from Marton. Earsed in Ceds tbeurg. Welsoomiin, Lhe

{ourth in afamily o1 eight children he began puppetiy and ankmatian in
grade schoal To this daw, his vadeos cantinue his fascingtan with the
imagired workd.

* v phways enoyed pickmg dhings up and Beinging thiem Lo life ™ f 23y
In high schced, he mae animaied shows 801 the pubilc access statior,
and videos Tor loal lwrds Bke The vatican Unit &fier mowng 1o Calfamia
ard farming Commeandeer with Meeton, be began pil<hing anidea for a
widen bwodving puppets. Hewent o a Nean Blerscde (orcert and tnld tne
kand about i In person.

*They must hins thight | was crazy,” he says—anrept they didn't,

and the mesultirg vikleo, "Headlines,” a stylized leat of puppetry, #as an
afficial selection at South by Southwest in 2ocb. In Degembar hi "Cons
ared Tricks " vidsa dor The Wilknwz [alsea 5350 pick thal sarrsd yaar] was
chisan as a topten video of (he year by MTV2 Subteranean. Layal to bk
ratinchs, he recertty decened a coveted spetan & WH reality shoe aboud
up-and-comang misic viden direciors, sayng simphy it st wasnt Lhe
direciice | veliled 105 00."

With early success bas o wiiker exposune. Seymour o in early falks
waith the lim Hersan Co.abaul & potentlal callabanation, and Meeton just
compiebed 3 viden far Mandy doore, 45 well commierdals for Toyeta and
Coca-Cale 54ill, hath sy they love the freedoen of low budget work. and
hoth hope Lo weriune inta feature film beirltarg They ofien assisi one
another on shooks; Sepreur starred alonguecde Mark the Cobranaie in
Mrertan's “Chanatowr videe for Tanii So

i1 1hs Aight, hisweser, they're at Cinespace ta film an cprade of The
Mr Bonkey Thes, 2 wiral vid=o serjes guedusced fy Seymour, and hastad
oy his chidnood pugpet. Their friends, sound designer TE. Broderich 4
cinemastogiapher Ty Riege [both alicsporling lumberjack plaid] an:
alang bo gocurment,

Seyrraur emerges from ke crowid with Ar fonkey on is amn, and slides
irto B boath bes ide underage nightlife quezen Cory Kenredy Bge furns
on ke rarnera, Brodence dangies a microphane and B, Morkey Tk
Kernedy a5 5he squesals wiln delsght, Lisler, Wir Mankey shares an cmbraco
wirth Willowe guitarst, Arc Bohn {“We love Tahen and Ace,” Bohn sips
“Wiher wie wodk with them we knos we'll got & great deo even if o
siong 1% bad.”]

Plarien Appears. “You're the furniest person im the sond” b g2y 10
gahn, grasping his snoulder,

*Wn,” Bhe replies “rou're the funniest persan in the workd ®

Thie shiowe is ceur and thie howse lighds anean. With the camena rolling,
Seyrnaur kresls and [fts e Monkey inka Uhe frame.Well,” he says m
the puppet's high, playfulwoke, "thanks fon joinitg us ensght on 1hm
wacde of The My Monkey Shawe " He stands, dusting off ik knees and
whiping the saeat from s beave *This (s whal we da 2y nght, he
saws with 2 smile. rvonm s

hd



